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A PRESBYTERIAN SETTLEMENT IN SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 

BY JAMES MAIN DIXON 

Lying in Orange County, close to Anaheim and a few miles 
northwest by west of the county seat, Santa Ana, there is a village 
whose name at once brings up Presbyterian associations. It is called 
Westminster, but its growth has not yet warranted its incorporation 
as a city. Away back in the sixties Anaheim was attracting many 
settlers, the Polish exile Madam Modjeska and her husband among 
them. Very fine results in fruit raising were obtained in these early 
years, when the flat plain was rescued from cactus and brush and 
alkali and grape blights were not as yet a menace. In the last of 
the sixties a Mr. Webber, a Presbyterian minister originally from 
New Jersey, came from the shores of the Golden Gate to settle in 
the South, and it struck him as a Presbyterian minister that there 
was an opportunity of founding a God-fearing community in the 
vicinity, centering in a church. Some ten thousand acres were se- 
cured to the south of Anaheim, and the project was pushed both in 
California and in the East. The cultivation of the grape was not 
to be encouraged, as leading to drunkenness ; it was to be an orchard 
and farm tilling community. 

The first settler on the place is still alive at a ripe age, Mr. 
J. P. Anderson, a Virginian from the Shenandoah Valley, who had 
come west across the plains, found Fresno malarious and was 
living in the neighborhood of Monterey. He was an active member 
of the Presbyterian church there, whose minister, Mr. Compton, 
came later to Westminster to succeed Mr. L. P. Webber in the 
pastorate. A good many others came from the northern part of 
the State, and advertising broadcast of the attractions of the 
place brought a number from the Eastern states. At one time 
there were as many as six Presbyterian ministers among the 
residents. The church flourished in unity for several years, until 
a division sprang up, associated with dissensions in the choir, and 
there was a split. The separating membership included the oldest 
resident, Mr. Anderson, who had begun a Sunday School very early 
at his own residence. The new organization was affiliated with the 
Congregationalists. Later the Methodists established a church, and 
the other two congregations came together again. In the year 1914 
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the church edifice was burned down and a new frame building has 
just been erected. 

There is a resident population in and around the village of 
about five hundred souls. A handsome grammar school of brick 
is a recent addition to the attractions of Westminster. It is a 
station on a branch line of the Southern Pacific Railroad. By 
careful draining the alkali which interfered with crop-raising has 
been got rid of, and the community is prosperous. Visiting the 
homestead of Mr. Anderson, we found his son busy in the fields, 
harvesting beets. There is a beet-sugar mill in the neighborhood. 

At one time a good quality of apple was raised around West- 
minster, but this is a thing of the past. Among the early settlers was a 
Frenchman who had a flock of sheep, but this kind of stock did not 
suit the conditions. The principal products of the neighborhood 
today are beets, peppers, dairy produce, celery, alfalfa and beans. 



